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The Distinction
A credential answers the question: what does this entity know?
A UCCO answers the question: is this entity certified to act?
Canonical Statement
The distinction is the foundation of the UCCA platform. Knowledge without authorisation is inert. In human systems, the gap between knowing and acting is managed by institutional trust — a licence, a registration, a certificate. In agentic systems, that gap has no manager. An AI agent may possess complete knowledge of a procedure and remain unauthorised to execute it under the governing regulatory instrument.
The UCCO closes that gap. It is a deterministic, versioned, hashed object that binds a defined capability to a specific legislative instrument, at a specific point in time, for a specific entity — human or machine. It is not issued by UCCA. It is derived by UCCA from the legislative instrument itself, making the instrument — not the platform — the source of authority.
This makes the UCCO the primitive unit of the agentic compliance economy. Every regulated AI deployment — in healthcare, aviation, defence, laboratories, finance, education — requires a mechanism to certify not capability, but authorised action. The UCCO is that mechanism.
The Architecture
UCCA creates UCCOs.   Worlds deliver them.   Agents consume them.   The record is immutable.
The Agentic Imperative
For robots and AI agents, a credential is insufficient. Knowledge is not the gate — authorisation is. An agent must be certified to act in order to initiate, to execute, to be trusted with consequence. The UCCO is the enabler of that trust. Without it, capability is latent. With it, capability becomes licensed action — and licensed action is where economic value is created and where regulatory liability is managed.
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